[image: ]College of Veterinary Medicine
Department of Population Health and Pathobiology
919.513. 6240
919.513. 6464 (fax)


1060 William Moore Dr.
Campus Box 8401
Raleigh, NC 27607
cvm.ncsu.edu





Dr Andy Stringer BVSc PhD MRCVS 
Clinical Assistant Professor
Director, Global Health Education
College of Veterinary Medicine
North Carolina State University

22 March 2019

Dear Editor,

I am writing to submit our manuscript entitled, “Associations between sources of information and animal health knowledge of rural farmers in central Ethiopia” for consideration as an International Journal of Agricultural Extension research article. 

Working equids are increasing in numbers in many low-income countries, and their importance is being emphasized in response to increasing human populations, global economic issues and changing environments. The health, welfare and productivity of working horses, mules and donkeys in Ethiopia are affected by prevalent parasitic and infectious diseases, and problems associated with inadequate management practices. One approach to address the health and welfare challenges of working donkeys is through education and extension programming. However, there is limited literature on information sources through which rural working donkey owners and users in Ethiopia acquire and utilise knowledge about donkey health and husbandry practices.

We utilise individual interviews, a Participatory Situation Analysis (PSA) and a cross-sectional study with rural farmers to develop an understanding of the existing sources of information concerning donkey health and husbandry, and determine the association with the knowledge of farmers. We feel this manuscript aligns strongly with the scope and mission of the International Journal of Agricultural Extension in demonstrating the linkages between animal health and human livelihoods. We confirm that this manuscript has not been published elsewhere and is not under consideration by another journal. There are no conflicts of interest to disclose. All authors have approved the manuscript and agree with its submission to an International Journal of Agricultural Extension.
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Yours sincerely,

Andy Stringer BVSc PhD MRCVS
apstringer@ncsu.edu  
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